Economic Development Article – 01/15/04
Business – the Backbone of our Community
As we move into 2004 it is appropriate to consider the makeup of our community, the driving forces providing sustainable energy for community development, and the focus of support for a quality, balanced and harmonious future for Taos.  Taos, like many other communities, is a complex web of needs, desires, perceptions, and varied levels of citizen participation in community affairs.  In addition, Taos has an overlay of unique history, cultural identities, and environmental sensitivities.  

So what really makes Taos tick?  What supports the ongoing activities of the Town and County?  What provides the goods and services needed by Taoseños and visitors to our community?  Where does the support come from, other than grants, to support the over 200 not-for-profit organizations in Taos?  I propose that underlying all activity in our community is the web of over 2,500 business entities located throughout Taos County.  Let me explain.
First there is always a need by locals for a variety of products and services; other products serve the needs of visitors.  It is the businesses of our community, mostly small businesses, that respond to these needs, hire locally, pay wages and salaries, and pay gross receipts taxes to Town and County.  Money paid in wages and salaries flows through local banks.  They in turn provide loans within the community to support mortgages, business loans, and other purchases.  Wages and salaries provide income to purchase local products and services from other small businesses.  Some earned income becomes contributions for various non-profits that also hire local people, pay wages and salaries…the cycle continues.

In addition, services provided by Town and County are dependent on the collection of gross receipts taxes collected by businesses when sales are made.  Without the GRT provided by business, there would be little in the way of funding options for Town and County services.  Wages and salaries paid to Town and County employees again gets cycled back into the community…the cycle continues.

Major employers in our region include the school district, Town and County government, Holy Cross Hospital, plus a few larger businesses. There are also numerous professional offices in medical, legal and finance areas.  These entities hire locally, some pay gross receipts tax, and all are dependent to some degree on the economic impact of the flow of dollars through local businesses.  Their customers or clients need funds to purchase services offered….the cycle continues.
This is not intended to be an exhaustive nor fully comprehensive analysis of the economic structure of Taos.  Rather the intent is to simply point out that underlying all community activity in Taos is the backbone of small business that provides goods and services, pays wages and taxes, contributes to non-profits, and gives in numerous ways to support our community.  Is it recognized within the community that business is indeed the underlying funding source that makes our community tick?  A healthy community supports business enterprise at the local government, organization, and personal level.
There should be a continuous review of policies, regulations, fees, services, and in general the consciousness of our community toward making Taos more business friendly.  The Town of Taos is taking the initiative to receive input from the community for continuous improvement of Town services through sponsoring a Citizens Roundtable this Saturday, January 17, 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. Part of the discussion will be on improving services to the business sector.  It’s important that all of us in the community join together to focus on how to make Taos a happier, healthier place to live and visit.  We hope to see you at the roundtable.

Certainly creating a friendly business environment is part of the answer.  As business prospers, so does the community.  As the community prospers, so do the citizens whose purchasing power increases.  As citizens prosper, local businesses benefit and gross receipts taxes increase supporting Town and County government.  The community becomes a happier, safer place to live.  This translates into a happier place to visit.  Let’s face it…visitors are a major factor in support of our local economy…the cycle continues.
Business is the backbone of our community.  Enterprise development will be a primary focus for 2004.  This will require the collaborative efforts of existing business assistance entities, the Town and County officials, and the media.  What do you think the effect would be if Taos became the most business friendly community in New Mexico?  

John Otis is the Executive Director of Taos Business Alliance for Economic Development and can be reached at 758-2103 or tba@laplaza.org.

