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Taos, An Island of Opportunity
Has it ever occurred to you that our beautiful community of Taos is like an island in the middle of the vast southwest?  We are surrounded by mountains and mesas, we have no access by mass transportation, we rely on local resources for most of our daily needs, businesses for the most part rely on locals to balance out the fluctuating flow of the tourist economy, and we have a deep and unique history that psychologically isolates Taos as a place of mystery, beauty and tradition.  
There are no doubt other characteristics of an island environment that could apply to Taos.  How do we as a community respond to this island paradigm?  How do we connect with the world from this geographically and culturally contained environment?  How do we sustain an economic environment that can support the expanding needs of those who have chosen to live and work on this island called Taos?
First, we need to recognize that to be successful, all organizational, political, and community efforts begin with building positive relationships.  When I was involved in teaching and counseling in international business development, we had a saying of ‘relationships first, business second’.  This is true not only for international business but also for the successful development of any public or private enterprise or organization.
The energy of supportive relationships then ripples out into the world.  The community becomes an oasis for those looking for a haven of peace, beauty and harmony.  The island community becomes attractive for tourists and others, who for a variety of reasons, not always easily defined, find their trail taking them to Taos.  The community expands and grows in a collaborative fashion, people working together with a common vision.  The alternative of combative relationships creates an island of emotional rocks that repels sustainable and positive growth.  We make the choice every day of the type of community we desire to live in.  What do we want our island of Taos to be?
When we look at long-term economic growth, we need to recognize that there are limited resources on an island.  Obviously some resources need to be imported.  Working together we need to blend the resources into a pattern of development that allows the island economy to be sustained in a way that enhances and supports the common community vision.  We need to forget differences, let go of old patterns of ego centered reaction, and look for ways to collaborate to make the best use of individual and material resources available.
With the advent of modern communications and the internet, Taos is solidly connected to the world.  We are more visible now as a community than ever before.  Our island of beauty, history and unique cultural mix is a destination for many who are looking for what we who live here know is the makeup of Taos.  We need to be sending a sincere and consistent message that Taos is a place where people and environment matter, where there is a concern for quality of life and relationships, that Taos is a community that works together to create stability for those who live here.
We need to move beyond personal islands of limited perceptions and join the larger island community of Taos.  Working together we can make a difference.  We can develop meaningful and profitable opportunities for our citizens, we can develop jobs and affordable housing, and we can create a sustainable Taos for our kids, their kids and beyond.  It all begins with creating positive relationships and a desire to work together.
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