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Taos, An Island or An Oasis?
To continue the metaphor of Taos as an island introduced in the last column, let’s look at additional implications of Taos being like an island community and the impact of that perception on long-range community and economic development.  In addition to the need for positive relationships, the reality of limited resources, and the impact of modern communications discussed in the last column, there are other characteristics of our island community that we need to be aware of as we together create an oasis of beauty, harmony and open-ended possibility for those who live on the island and for those who visit transcending the psychological impact of an isolated limited island environment.  

It is easily recognized that Taos is a cultural and historic oasis that has been molded over the centuries by those who have lived in this valley.  Like many islands, that which has been created in Taos is unique and special attracting the attention of many who want to experience the tranquility, cultural richness and beauty of the oasis in the northern New Mexico mesas and mountains.  An oasis has been established which by definition encourages an environment conducive to sustaining that which has been created.  
To sustain the qualitative essence of the island, we, of course, need to honor and be sensitive to the cultural and historic realities that are imprinted throughout the community.  We need to recognize that there are emotional and psychological patterns that have become part of the way of life on the island.  We need to be sensitive to these patterns through honoring traditions, respecting emerging patterns, and being open to change which is inevitable as a result of the impact on the island of external forces beyond our control.
We also have to look at ways to sustain the quantitative aspect of our island environment, namely addressing the economic realities we live with every day.  One way this is accomplished is through encouraging the development of business enterprises that serve the changing demographics of our island community, or that create products or services that can be exported.  The Sirolli Enterprise Facilitation project addresses this need.  A second way is to create jobs.
There have been two major announcements in the past few months regarding job creation in Taos.  In April, we announced that Advanced Call Center Technologies would take over the call center facility at Kit Carson Electric Co-op.  They will begin operations in early August and will eventually hire up to 250 employees.  A second announcement was as recently as last week when CiDirect, an insurance sales and service center, chose Taos for location of their fourth facility.  This represents a great opportunity for many in our community who are bi-lingual who are looking for a career with excellent pay and benefits.  CiDirect will eventually hire 150 local employees.
These opportunities address head-on the need for sustaining the local economy.  These employment efforts are supported by the local office of the NM Department of Labor that helps over 1,200 Taoseños find jobs each year.  The impact of these efforts and the reality of 400 new jobs in the community go a long way toward sustaining our island economy.  When people are working and economic flow is strong, families are more united, relationships in the community are more harmonious, opportunities multiply, and the general environment of the community is less stressful.  Long-range economic impact is stabilized.  The island of Taos becomes truly a prosperous and peaceful oasis reflecting history, culture and current trends as a harmonious whole.  
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