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What’s needed in Taos?

An interesting pattern has emerged in the past few years as people in urban environments and other more congested areas look for a new and different life style.  The pressures felt in larger communities, factors of safety, and the desire to have a more balanced quality of life are driving many to search for that ideal place to raise a family, retire, or simply start a new life.  Many of those searching are finding our island community in the mountains and mesas of Northern New Mexico very attractive.  And the pattern that is becoming evident is that one of the first questions asked is: “I’m thinking of moving to Taos and want to start a business:  What’s needed in Taos?”
This is a little different question than what was asked in years past when people would simply show up in Taos because they wanted to live here and then would ask, “What can I do so I can stay in Taos?”  The question about starting a business we are now hearing weekly, if not daily, is from folks with experience and capital who are on an analytical search for a rural community where they can start a new venture and support a change in life style.
To answer the question of ‘what’s needed in Taos’ is a challenge, but not impossible.  Consider the changing demographics of Taos County since 1900.  While the population in the county has increased by about 30%, the average age has increased from 33 to 40 years old.  This of course indicates an increasing number of retirees coming to Taos which in turn suggests a changing set of needs and expectations.  People coming to Taos for the most part are migrating from larger cities where there is a larger selection of services and business activities.  Doesn’t this suggest a changing opportunity for initiating business offerings and services in Taos to address the needs of those who have moved here?

Another indicator of the changing demographics in the past 15 years is that approximately 53% of the reported income in Taos County is from non-earned income which includes transfer payments and retirement income.  What this indicates is that there is a great deal of money flowing into Taos County that is not related to jobs created in Taos, or to local business generated revenue.

So how do we answer the question, ‘what’s needed in Taos?’  One answer that I have written about in past columns is to create a product or service that can be exported out of Taos.  This generates, jobs, local taxes, and imports money through sales made externally.  One can work in a community with a great quality of life but does not need to depend on the community to support the business activity.

There are other answers that respond to creating a local business that provides a service or product to the changing demographics of Taos.  We have lots of ideas, but would love to hear from you, the residents of Taos County, as to what you see are needs for goods or services not now available.  What business ideas do you feel would fill a gap or improve on services now offered?

Please email your ideas and comments on ‘what’s needed in Taos’ to us at info@taosba.org.  Working together we can respond more intelligently to the changing patterns we are experiencing in our community.  As has been stated many times, it is not a question of ‘if’ change is going to occur, but rather how do we manage and guide change that addresses the needs of the community.  Once again we honor our mandate to support ‘growth by design, not by default’.
(If you would like the latest Taos Economic Report, please send an email request to info@taosba.org.)
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