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Parking and the Historic District

Since the concept was first conceived in September, 2000, The Taos Project has been committed to the mission of revitalizing and energizing the Taos Plaza and Historic District.  Much has been accomplished including the pedestrian promenade on the north side of the Plaza, completion of a comprehensive signage program identifying the Historic District, redesign of the Guadalupe and John Dunn parking lots, installation of additional lighting in the Historic District, and the formation of seven neighborhood groups to focus on needs and concerns within the HD.  There is still more to accomplish, including addressing parking needs within the Historic District.
Several meetings have been held over the past year discussing the issue of parking in the HD including a parking committee within The Taos Project.  There are multiple concerns related to parking with no clear answer as to a definitive solution to meet the parking needs of locals, tourists, shop owners and their employees, and the Town of Taos.  It is clear, however, that discussion needs to continue toward arriving at a solution.
There are several groups that need to be considered when developing a workable parking protocol.  There are tourists who need to find an easy and convenient way to park and then explore the many shops, galleries, and restaurants in the HD.  There are locals who need to find short term parking for shopping and running errands.  There are merchants and their employees who need long term parking during the working day.  And, of course, there are various delivery vehicles that need access for pickup and delivery.
To meet all these needs is indeed a challenge.  Ideas being discussed include: developing an enforcement program in the Plaza to discourage Plaza merchants and their employees from parking on the Plaza; providing specific parking for HD merchants and their employees, perhaps in the new Loreto parking lot; changing the parking meter timing so there is short term parking in the core area, longer term meters farther out; providing more perimeter parking in lots on the north and south side of the HD; offering preferential parking for locals, perhaps with a sticker, to facilitate short term parking needs.
These are just a few of the ideas being considered.  The fact is that the face of Taos is changing.  With the development of retail centers on the south side of town, it will be much more convenient for locals to avoid the challenge of parking in the HD and simply head south.  Many of the HD merchants depend on locals for a significant part of their business.  Can parking be made more convenient for locals?  Can parking be less stressful for tourists who are challenged by the two hour meters?  Can a workable program be established to meet the needs of all parties including shop owners and their employees?

The Taos Project Parking Committee will continue to meet to address this issue.  One of the ideas being considered is to change the identity of the Historic District to the ‘Taos Historic Walking District’.  We could provide sufficient perimeter parking to get people out of their cars and on their feet, and develop well designed walkways that tie the entire district together.  Perhaps there could be a circulating shuttle service that helps move people throughout the district.  

There is no easy answer, but we need to address the question of how to create a parking program that meets everyone’s needs.  If you have suggestions, please email your thoughts to be considered by the parking committee.  Thanks!

John Otis is the Executive Director of Taos Business Alliance and can be reached at 758-2103 or info@taosba.org.
