Economic Development Article for 10/7
What’ Happening Around Taos?

A lot is happening in Taos in the area of economic and community development.  The community is buzzing with activity.  Of course, during the fall season there are a number of scheduled events that draw tourists and locals into the heartbeat of Taos including the Fall Arts Festival, the Wool Festival, a couple of film festivals, gallery openings and numerous other events.  Following is a snapshot of other activities, part of ‘what’s happening’ around Taos.

The Enchanted Circle Sirolli Project for enterprise development is off to a good start.  A 50 person community resource board has been formed, officers elected and a hiring committee has been formed to fill the Enterprise Facilitator position.  This is an exciting opportunity for the Taos region creating a specific focus on assisting individuals with an idea and passion for developing an enterprise.  Existing business development resources and numerous individuals are supporting this project.  Long term it means economic opportunity and jobs for the Taos region.
Speaking of jobs, CiDirect and Advanced Call Center Technologies (ACT), two companies we recruited this past year, are both up and running with their first group of employees hired and being trained.  CiDirect is a bi-lingual insurance sales and service center servicing national companies that market insurance products through media advertising.  ACT services various financial institutions with fraud protection and other services.  Over the next two to three years, these two companies will create over 350 jobs for Taos.

Sustain Taos!, a spin-off organization from TBA focusing on issues of sustainability in Taos, is now its own 501-c-3 non-profit.  One of the first projects is producing the Taos Green Guide that will have a listing of companies in Taos that support or are actively engaged in ‘green’ products and services.  There will also be numerous articles on sustainability plus other practical information.  Sustain Taos! is committed to stimulating education and awareness about issues of sustainability as we move from patterns of consumption to an understanding of conservation.
Under The Taos Project, various projects are moving ahead including completing the installation of lighting in the Historic District on Kit Carson Road, Guadalupe Plaza and Don Fernando road.  Discussions are also underway for putting electrical service underground in the HD.  As stated in the previous column, parking issues are also being addressed as are various infrastructure improvements on Paseo del Pueblo Norte.  

Another interesting development is the potential for an Ombudsman or Public Information Officer at the Town.  The community requested that such a position be formed as a result of the roundtable held this past spring on the Citizens Survey.  A job description is being developed.

Taos County has now become a member of Taos Business Alliance which reflects that TBA’s efforts of community and economic development are recognized as impacting the entire county.  Several joint projects are being considered.
And then there are various developments on the south side of Taos that will create additional professional office space, retail shopping, and mixed use residential-commercial areas.  Stay tuned as we continue to support ‘growth by design, not by default’.  

Please share your thoughts or questions on these or any other areas of community and economic development taking place, or for more information on the Taos Green Guide.  Give us a call or send an email.  Enjoy the beautiful fall, winter is around the corner!
John Otis is the Executive Director of Taos Business Alliance and can be reached at 758-2103 or info@taosba.org.
