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Community Reflection Important on Long-Range Goals
As we move into the winter months soon to be upon us, it’s like entering into a time for reflection.  The beauty of summer, the color and smells of fall give way to the serene and peaceful feeling of winter, a time to go within and consider what’s important for the sustaining of life.  This time of reflection is most often an individual journey as we make plans for the new year.  It can also be a time for the community to come together to consider what’s important and where the collective journey will take us over the next many years and decades.

From an economic and community development perspective, it’s important for a community to reflect from time to time on what’s important for appropriate growth and sustainability.  What are the qualitative aspects of the community that need to be recognized and supported?  What decisions need to be made to ensure a sound economic, social and cultural foundation for the future?  What are the unique aspects of the community that sustain the positive energy that attracts visitors and embraces those who live here?

It has been five years since the Taos Vision 2020 Master Plan was developed through a community-supported process establishing a baseline for development of Taos over a 20-year period.  The specific elements and goals of the plan are being addressed in various ways by the Town of Taos Planning Department, and are a reference point for decisions by the Town Council.  It’s good to have a plan and to follow it.  However, in the past few years, there have been some local, national, and international dynamics that I believe call for a revisit of the plan and a reassessment of goals and objectives for economic and community development of Taos.

We are all aware of the numerous unique aspects of Taos that attract people from all over the world, and create the very special environment that we call home.  There is the spectacular environment and views, the moderate four-season weather patterns, unique history and architecture, a focus on creativity and the arts, the unique cultural mix, the remote but accessible location, the great outdoor recreation advantages, and most importantly the very special people who live in the Taos area.  These and perhaps other qualitative elements are what make Taos special and need to be maintained and supported.

Decisions we make as a community regarding land use, economic development, use of resources, policies regarding sustainability, maintaining of open space, redevelopment of the Historic District and other areas of interest need to be carefully reflected upon with decisions measured against a realistic baseline of data and intent.  The master plan needs to be revisited to ensure that we as a community agree on what’s important and what we want to see Taos become in the future, not at the expense of the qualitative essence of what Taos is, but recognizing that change happens and we need to manage that change.  Remember the focus needs to be ‘growth by design, not by default’.

Perhaps we need to consider the entire Taos region in a planning process, not just the Town or just the County.  After all, it is rather difficult to see where the boundaries are as we live in and observe the Taos region.  A master plan for the entire region makes sense.  This would require the Town and County officials to agree that it’s more important to work together for the good of the whole rather than remain focused on old patterns that create limitations and restrictions.  This certainly makes sense for economic development, as the resources that support economic development know no boundaries.

The Taos region is a great place to live or visit.  Maybe it’s time to once again gather together during this winter to reflect on what we collectively want to Taos to be in the years to come.  
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