Economic Development Article for 1/18/07
Multiple Activities Impact Economic Development 
As we move into a new year, there are several events, projects and activities that in various ways are impacting the flow of the economy in the Taos region.  We know that there are many facets to what is called economic development.  Creation of jobs, education, flow of tourists, entrepreneur development, affordable housing, transportation, infrastructure, local and global government policies, weather, and the general safety and security of the community all play a role in how the local economy prospers, or doesn’t.  

There is no single answer to stimulating economic activity.  All of these factors work together the result being a flow of energy through the community that supports profitable business, effective government, and a quality of life that benefits all residents.  Economic development is a dynamic process, not a static single solution.  The process has been in place on some level since people first populated this region.  Let’s look at some of the current projects and activities that are influencing economic activity as we move into 2007.
One of the key elements of community development is having modern telecommunications available.  We have been working on a project that would provide broadband internet capability throughout the Enchanted Circle.  The local internet service providers, Taos Net and Kit Carson Telecommunications, have been expanding their high-speed and wireless networks throughout their service areas.  That’s great for the development of cottage industry and home based businesses.  Qwest will be expanding their services in the next several months through providing high-speed DSL internet service to Angel Fire, Red River and Questa.
Transportation issues are always near the top of the list for improving the overall economic stability of the region.  Currently improvement of the Taos airport is in the decision making stage by the FAA.  The intent is to provide a safe, efficient facility for the ingress and egress of people and business activity into and out of the area.  There are of course differing opinions about this project.  From an economic development perspective, it makes sense to provide quality, safe and efficient air transportation potential for Taos.  We’ll see what the FAA decides.
Jobs and employment are always a foundation to stable economic development.  Advanced Call Center Technologies (ACT) is currently looking for at least sixty more employees.  CiDirect, the bi-lingual insurance sales and service center, will soon be expanding adding potentially as many as 100 new bilingual employees.  These are excellent career opportunities that bring multiple benefits to qualified individuals and to the community.

To develop qualified employees, Taos Business Alliance is sponsoring a project that will provide training to the workforce on how to be a reliable, dependable, efficient and effective employee.  We hope to have funding in place this month to begin designing the program followed by implementation of the training program this summer.  Employers tell us that finding qualified, trained employees is one of their biggest challenges.  We hope to help solve this problem.

There are several groups throughout the region looking at solving the affordable housing challenge.  The Town has a task force, Sustain Taos is considering a ‘green’ affordable housing design competition, and Angel Fire, Questa and Red River are looking at workforce housing options.  Taos is where creativity happens.  Developing affordable housing could be a target for some solid, out-of-the-box creative energy.
These economic development challenges, and others, will be discussed in depth in a series of regional mini-summit meetings in Questa, Red River, Angel Fire/Eagle Nest, Peñasco, and Taos this spring.  Be looking for time and place.  We’ll follow with the Regional Economic Development Summit next fall where we’ll discuss solutions to the concerns and ideas generated in the local meetings.
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