Economic Development Article for 3/01/07
What’s Happening in the Taos Economic Region?
From time to time it’s good to pause and take a look at what’s happening around us in our community.  If you haven’t noticed lately, change is in the wind.  Of course that’s always true, isn’t it?  Over the past decade or two, the Taos region has indeed changed with a shift in demographics, the in-migration of people retiring or moving from east and west coast urban areas, new businesses starting up, tourism declining, and growing attention being given to issues of sustainability and renewable resources.  Development efforts need to be sensitive to these trends as decisions are made that impact our region.
So, what’s happening that we need to be aware of?  First, Taos Business Alliance for Economic Development is expanding to include all the Enchanted Circle and Taos County region.  We will soon be announcing a name change and expansion of services offered.  

For the past year we have been meeting with representatives of communities from throughout the region and have formed the Regional Economic Development Alliance.  There is agreement that the flow of our economy does not recognize political boundaries.  We need to approach economic and community development from a regional perspective.  We are changing our focus to do so.

Then there is continuing emphasis on entrepreneurial development of small businesses.  Small business is the backbone of our economy and needs to be supported.  The Sirolli Enterprise Facilitation project assists in this effort.  Throughout New Mexico, small business accounts for over 95% the employers.  Small business employs over 60% of the private sector non-farm workers, and creates the majority of new jobs.  This is certainly true in the Enchanted Circle economic region.

This week of February 24-March 2 is EntrepreneurshipWeekUSA, a national recognition of the strength and importance of entrepreneurial activity in our economy.  You can find out more at entrepreneurshipweekusa.com.

Speaking of entrepreneurial support, the Empowering Business Spirit association of over 20 business service providers in northern New Mexico has facilitated the networking of support for small businesses for the past two years.  The project is funded by the Kellogg Foundation.  More information can be found at www.bizport.org.

There are several things happening around town as well.  With change in the wind, Taos is catching the attention of retailers such as Lowes, Walgreen’s, Applebee’s, Starbuck’s and others.  With the changing population, it is inevitable that there will be an expansion of retail services offered.

There is continuing discussion about ‘real’ traffic relief with meetings being held between the County, Town and interested citizens.  With recent traffic problems on Kit Carson Road, additional sidewalks and other safety features are being considered.  And we are working with the Bureau of Business and Economic Research at UNM-Albuquerque to develop a study to quantify the economic impact of the arts and culture in Taos.  Similar studies have been completed for Santa Fe and Albuquerque.  We need to come to terms with the continuing importance of the arts in our community and the need for support of this significant economic sector.

And, get ready for another fun summer on the Taos Plaza.  The Taos Plaza Live committee has begun meeting to develop the program for the Thursday evening music series that begins May 24.  This will be the sixth year for TPL, established by The Taos Project to bring life and energy to the Taos Plaza.  If you would like to serve on the TPL committee, or would like to become a sponsor of one or more Thursday night events, please give us a call.  Last year more than 11,000 people attended TPL, 90% locals!!

John Otis is Executive Director of Taos Business Alliance for Economic Development and Chair of The Taos Project and can be reached at 758-2103 or by email at info@taosba.org
