Economic Development Article for 3/15/07
Rumblings from around the Enchanted Circle
As always, there is much happening around the Enchanted Circle.  The mountain tops are still covered with snow, skiers will be on the slopes for another few weeks, others are thinking of hiking trails and camping adventures as springtime rears its head with warm, weather.  Spring bulbs are showing their new leaves and some of the early shrubs and trees are showing signs of budding out.  At the same time, there is continued concern about the state of our local economy and where we are headed as we move into the usually busy summer months.
For many in the retail and hospitality business, it has been a tough winter.  Tourism count seems to be down, occupancy rates are down and retail sales are flat.  Most retail stores depend on purchases by locals to remain afloat.  Many art galleries depend on internet sales to keep their doors open.  There is a hope and expectation that once through the usual April doldrums the summer months will prove to be productive.

There is much discussion about what can be done to improve the flow of people to and through the Taos region.  Obviously there is no silver bullet or one answer.  Our region has multiple assets that appeal to potential visitors.  We need both the political will and participation of citizens from various business sectors and interest groups to effectively address our tourism related issues.

We have often suggested that travelers in the 21st century, when planning a vacation, are looking for an experiential adventure in addition to the usual history, culture, recreation and scenic attractions.  We need to develop ‘destination’ attractions that differentiate Taos and the Enchanted Circle from other potential vacation choices.  For many years art and culture were the drawing cards for Taos.  These are both still valid but no longer unique to Taos.  When people go on the internet to plan a vacation, there are thousands of options for an ‘art, culture and recreation’ type vacation.  I found 1,800,000 options!

Potential destination attractions being discussed include an amphitheater somewhere in Taos County where outdoor plays, music concerts, historic reenactments, a Shakespeare Festival, and conferences could be held.  Maybe this could be in the old gravel pit off Maestes Road that was being considered for the Justice Center.  Another thought is a state of the art sports recreation facility where regional and state athletic competitions could be held.  

And what about a demonstration facility for green building and renewable energy applications, or even an annual world class symposium on sustainability and all that sustainability means.  Sustainability issues are of keen interest to people and communities around the world.  Why not put Taos in the middle of the discussion?  We have the location, the interest, the history and experienced professionals, a critical mass of local energy that could make such a symposium happen.

Another idea is utilizing the mountains and the ski areas more aggressively for year round activities with mountain slides and other experiences.  Spring time would also be great for an annual kite flying tournament.  We have the wind, we have the open space.  Kit flying events are big business for instance on the Oregon coast drawing thousands to the events.  Why not here?

The point is that we need to get creative and develop destination events that are new, different, something unique to Taos.  I have always said that ‘Taos is where creativity happens’.  Let’s put that creativity to work developing some new and inventive ways to attract tourists to the Enchanted Circle region.  Of course, whatever is developed will be of interest to locals as well.

As a final note, if you are an employer in the Enchanted Circle region and have received the employer survey for our Project Alianza, a workforce training project, please fill out the form and email or fax it to us.  If you have not received the survey, give us a call.  Thanks!
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