Economic Development Article for 4/26/07
New Ideas Generated in Mini-Summits
Collaborating regionally in the pursuit of enhanced community and economic development is beginning to be the focus of communities around the Enchanted Circle.  We have held two economic development mini-summits this month, one in Red River and one in Angel Fire.  They were both very successful with people from other communities as well as locals in attendance.  The next two mini-summits will be held in Questa on May 2 and in Taos on May 15.  

Everyone who has participated so far is enthusiastic about the potential for joining together to address common challenges that all communities face.  With a little creative brainstorming, who knows?  We might come up with some unique creative solutions to challenges of transportation, workforce development, workforce housing, business development and developing needed infrastructure.

There have already been a number of interesting ideas generated.  For instance: establishing a golf and recreation center in Questa; establishing an effective satellite based distance learning capability; installing a gondola from Red River to Taos Ski Valley; establishing a long-term certification program for employees; creating a regional ‘habitat for housing’ concept around the Enchanted Circle; focusing on film, media and digital multimedia projects; and, promoting a regional public transportation system.

As we move forward, interim volunteer committees will meet to consolidate the ideas stimulated in the mini-summits in preparation for the Regional Economic Development ‘Solutions’ Summit to be held on October 13.  Our hope is that specific, detailed solutions to some of the challenges will come out of the regional summit with realistic plans for action and timelines for implementation.  Stay tuned and attend one of the mini-summits in May.

Another idea I have shared in this column is the potential for a world-class amphitheater and entertainment venue somewhere in the Taos area.  This would be a place where well known entertainers and shows that are on a national circuit could perform.  There could be local productions, musicals, historic reenactments, and even Shakespeare plays.  This could be a destination experience that would draw people from throughout the country, maybe even internationally.  There could be camping and RV accommodations available, plus hundreds of people would patronize local lodging, restaurants, galleries and retail stores.  

For examples of quality outdoor amphitheaters, visit the web sites of the Vail Valley Gerald R. Ford Amphitheater; Red Rocks Park and Amphitheater outside Denver; and, Pine Mountain Amphitheater in Flagstaff.  There are dozens more across the country.  Maybe something like this would work for our region.  It doesn’t hurt to dream a little.  Destination, experiential venues and events focused on arts-based community development, cultural tourism, and sustainable community development is what will drive the economy of our community in the next several decades.

Where could we develop a quality, world-class amphitheater?  If you have any ideas, or would like to join with like-minded folks to explore this concept, please let us know.  Working together we can come up with solutions to economic development challenges.

Be looking for the schedule for Taos Plaza Live, the Thursday evening music program on the Plaza during the summer.  We just finalized the entertainer lineup.  The first show is on May 24 when Robert Mirabel will perform.  It’s going to be another great summer on the Plaza!

John Otis is Executive Director of the Enchanted Circle Regional Business Alliance for Economic Development and Chair of The Taos Project and can be reached at 758-2103 or by email at info@ecrba..org
