Economic Development Article for 5/24/07

A Vision for Thirty Years from Now

Over the past two months, we have held four economic development mini-summits in Questa, Red River, Angel Fire and Taos.  A fifth mini-summit will be held in Peñasco in June.  These are all preliminary discussions leading toward the Regional Economic Development ‘Solutions’ Summit to be held in Taos on October 13.  There has been good attendance at the mini-summits with business owners, concerned citizens and elected officials sharing ideas about a vision for the region and creative ideas on how to reach the vision.  It has been exciting to witness the creative energy and great ideas being shared.

At each of the mini-summits, everyone present was asked what they would envision their community or the region to be like in thirty years.  What would be different; what services or facilities would be added; what would the community or region feel and look like.  Needless to say this prompted the sharing of some very creative and thoughtful ideas.  There were no bad ideas; everything was possible.

There were some common themes that emerged.  In thirty years there will be an enhanced welcoming environment in the region with well defined entrances to the Enchanted Circle where visitors could stop, learn about the region, enjoy quality food and lodging, visit a cultural and historic interpretive center, and shop in a revitalized village.  There will be a regional transportation system connecting communities, recreational areas and businesses allowing visitors, workers and shoppers to move easily and economically throughout the area.  Also, there will be a well developed regional airport perhaps utilizing an existing facility in Angel Fire, Questa or Taos.

Communities will have complete medical services available plus senior citizen centers with assisted care for the aging population.  There will be a high school facility in the Moreno Valley plus access to post-secondary education either through a local facility or through satellite distance learning programs.  There will be a K-12 school in Red River and a college level technical school in Questa.

Everyone agreed there will be a modern integrated communication system throughout the region with high-speed wireless broadband connectivity available everywhere.  There will be a year round high altitude sports training facility in Angel Fire with an interconnected trail system throughout the region.  There will be a world class destination conference center, perhaps in Angel Fire or Taos which will attract people from around the world for conferences on sustainability, renewable resources and alternative energy as well as for corporate and organizational retreats.

There will be year round agriculture utilizing green houses and other proven methods for supporting a network of sustainable small farms.  There will also be a well developed competitive beef industry.  Everyone agreed there will be an abundance of open green space preserving the natural environment.  There will be quality lodging and motels throughout the region.  For business development, there will be a network of small business incubators promoting entrepreneurial activity generating new creative business ideas.  Businesses will be connected globally through the internet and other media. 

The Enchanted Circle region will be an attractive place where people want to visit and where locals want to live enjoying a true sustainable quality of life.  The region will maintain rural small town values engrained with the history and culture of the area.  This will be a region where youth will want to stay for education and eventually a quality job in an interesting and challenging business.  Housing will be available for all levels of income.  This will be a region that has creatively solved the challenges of community and economic development.

Sound like utopia?  Maybe so, but wouldn’t this be a great place to live thirty years from now if all of these dreams were fulfilled?  Be part of the solution to today’s challenges by adding your vision to this beginning list.  We’ll be talking more about our collective vision and steps to reach this vision at the conference in October.

See you on the Plaza for Taos Plaza Live beginning tonight, May 24 with Robert Mirabal!

John Otis is Executive Director of the Enchanted Circle Regional Business Alliance for Economic Development and Chair of The Taos Project and can be reached at 758-2103 or by email at info@ecrba..org
